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Early June  2016

Opuntia is published by Dale Speirs, Calgary, Alberta.  It is posted on www.efanzines.com and
www.fanac.org. My e-mail address is: opuntia57@hotmail.com  When sending me an emailed letter of
comment, please include your name and town in the message.

AN OLD WORLD GOD IN THE NEW WORLD      Stardate 69825
photos by Dale Speirs

I drove down to Vulcan, about an hour southeast of Calgary, on some business
and while I was there had a look around.  Founded in 1910 as a railroad siding
named after the Roman god of blacksmiths, the village was dying as the children
left for a life in the city.  Vulcan is in the middle of flatlands with absolutely no
scenic views or other tourist attractions.  The photo below looks west from the

main highway into Vulcan, just outside the town limits.  The mountains are far
over the horizon.  If it isn’t grain fields, then the view is rangeland pasture.

In the middle 1990s, Vulcan citizens decided to capitalize on the Star Trek
universe.  A giant model of the Enterprise was built and placed on the boulevard
at the main entrance into town.  A museum was built, later another, and
Trekiana began to litter the townsite.  An annual weekend gathering called
VulCon was instituted, and Leonard Nimoy visited in 2010.  He was able to
convince Paramount Pictures to designate Vulcan as the only official Star Trek
site in Canada.  

Each year, the townsfolk add one or two more new attractions.  A slow but
steady pace has enabled Vulcan to build up quite a number of interesting sites
up and down the streets.  The post office uses pictorial postmarks of Spock (see
the previous issue of OPUNTIA).
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En route to Vulcan, I photographed this old farmstead on Highway 23 just east
of Highway 804, at the entrance to Vulcan County.  All that remains of the
homesteader’s house, built a century ago, is the collapsed roof.

The scraggly trees and shrubs outline the square where the farmstead
outbuildings and garden once were.  A family lived there, and for the young
children it would have been their entire world.
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The big starship was the first step in Vulcan’s reboot.
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On each side of the starship’s pedestal is a plaque.
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There are now two museums for Trekkies, as well as an historical museum.
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I was in Vulcan the week after Fort McMurray was devastated by the forest fire.
I did my part at the town hall and had a hot dog, homemade pecan cookie, and
a Coke for $5 for the disaster fund.
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Just off the main street is a pocket park with a bust of Spock, which Leonard
Nimoy dedicated.
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Nimoy took a personal interest in Vulcan, Alberta, and the town mourned him
greatly when he died.

The Spock stamp was part of the set issued by Canada Post on May 5,
mentioned in OPUNTIA #341.   More details at: www.canadapost.ca/startrek
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There are murals throughout Vulcan. The town’s true history has not been forgotten.
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Vulcan’s Walk of Fame uses Star Trek badges, not stars.  Only one so far.
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Trekkies are good for business.  If you label it, they will come.
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And so we
bid a fond
farewell to
Vulcan, the
land where
farmers and
Trekkies live
l o n g  a n d
prosper.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

[Editor’s remarks in square brackets.  Please include your name and town when sending a

comment.    Email to opuntia57@hotmail.com]

FROM:  Ray Palm           2016-05-24
              Plattsburgh, New York

I like your cover artist for the last two issues of OPUNTIA, Teddy Harvia.  But
maybe I'm reading too much into the cover for #340.  Is that bee supposed to be
looking at the cactus?   It seems he’s taking an (ahem) upskirt view.

OPUNTIA #340:  Good photos of the superheroes marching in the Calgary
Comic and Entertainment Expo parade.  It reminds me of Rutland, Vermont,
that used to hold a big Halloween parade every year.  Writer Roy Thomas would
use the parade as a background for his stories at Marvel Comics, reality meeting
fiction.   Real  superheroes would show up to save Rutland from evil.  Maybe
someone promoting Calgary should contact Roy.

Referring back to your prolificacy do you find it’s easier to increase output by
being completely digital?  When you  were still using the paperzine format did
you set up each issue digitally and then pay for a print shop  to make the copies?

[OPUNTIA began in March 1991 as a typewritten zine pasted up with glue
sticks, then taken to a print shop.  In 1998, I bought my first computer and went
to print-outs but still done by a print shop.  On 2014-03-31, Canada Post raised
postage rates in one giant leap that would have sucked my bank account dry had
I stayed on the Papernet, so I reluctantly took OPUNTIA digital only.  It did
have the advantage that the physical work was much less and I could run my
photographs in colour.]

[It’s been a while since I last explained it, so I’ll repeat it again here.  The
philosophy of OPUNTIA from the very beginning is that it would be small but
frequent.  Officially it has always been an irregular, so I never sweat deadlines.
The paper version averaged about monthly, while the digital version is about
two or three times a month.]

[I have a blank template for OPUNTIA with page and text formatting set up,
boilerplate text, and title.  The articles and review columns are separate

documents, in the same format so I can tell how many pages each is.  I add to
them incrementally, and when it comes time to send out an issue, it is just a
matter of cut-and-paste.  In a review column, for example, I didn’t read all those
books in one day and then type up the reviews at once.  Reviews are added one
by one, and when there are enough to fill some space, in they go.] 

[After I retired in 2010, I began re-reading all the books and magazines in my
library, hence the flood of reviews.  Rather than random book reviews, I try to
use thematic reviews that might be of better use to some future researcher.  At
any given moment I have about thirty pages of reviews and articles waiting on
deck, but still adhere to the small but frequent idea instead of an occasional
humongous issue.]

[From the very beginning, I have compiled a cumulative subject index for
OPUNTIA, mainly so I can keep track of what I have already written about, but
which I hope may be useful to readers.  I also cross-reference continuing series
so the reader can go back if he desires. The subject index is available at
www.efanzines.com and www.fanac.org.  I wish more zines had them.  It is said
that all knowledge is found in fanzines, but I add, “Just try and find it”.  That
is why old zines are seldom used as historical references, and fans writing of the
days of yore fall back on unreliable memory.]

SAUCER SMEAR editor Jim Moseley did use a print shop but eschewed the
digital medium.  He would physically lay out each issue, cut and paste images
while the text was done with steam engine technology (a typewriter.)
Sometimes with the early issues of my zine I did the same thing but used a
computer for text.  Now it's digital all the way except for a handful of paperzine
readers.  But the paper format still slows things down.

A space helmet tip (better than a hat tip) for your suggestion to try
www.efanzines.com.  I've heard from a few people and so far the response is
similar to my snail mail correspondence.

[Don’t forget about www.fanac.org, which is run by a Florida club using an
endowment fund leftover from a Worldcon they hosted.]
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FROM:  Milt Stevens           2016-05-29
              Simi Valley, California

Re: OPUNTIAs #336 to #340:  Congratulations on 25 years of Opuntia. Few
fanzines last anywhere near that long. 

I’m impressed that you seem to be able to keep track of all your numerous series
of articles from the entire period.  Personally, I usually remember that I said
something somewhere but I’m not exactly sure what or where.  As you
comment, a subject index for all fanzines would be an extremely useful thing to
have.  So far, a list of titles and issues is about the best anybody has been able
to do.  At the moment, University of California Riverside has the most complete
collection of fanzines.  If they were able to allocate a full-time librarian to do a
fanzine subject index, they might eventually make some progress.  Funding the
position might be a use for excess worldcon funds.

[It would be a very good use for the funds.  Title and author indexes aren’t very
useful but are the easiest to do.  I’ve kept a subject index for OPUNTIA from
the first issue, originally on index cards, now as a WordPerfect document.]

You also seem to be able to remember individual SF stories to a remarkable
degree.  There have been many years where I mostly read short SF in prozines.
However, I tend to remember only notably good or notably bad stories.  I tend
to forget most of the stuff in the middle. Illustrations in magazines used to be a
great aid to memory. Leafing through the pages used to be like a stroll down
memory lane. Looking at the illustrations when I was a small child was what
probably started me reading SF in the first place.

[As I mentioned on the previous page, I take notes as I read and compile them
incrementally onto review columns.  My memory is only average.]

There aren’t many parades in southern California.  Of course, there is the Rose
Parade and the Hollywood Santa Claus Lane Parade.  Disneyland has a Main
Street Parade every evening in summer, but that isn’t quite the same thing.
Aside from those, we have protests about this, that, and the other thing.  I guess
some people must enjoy protests, or they wouldn’t keep doing them.

[I think part of the difference is that Calgary is a very centralized city.  There are
no metro governments in Alberta.  Out of 1.2 million people, 350,000 work in
the downtown core, a very substantial percentage.  The major venues such as

hockey arenas, the Olympic Plaza, and the Stampede grounds are all in the
central city. The result is a greater esprit de corps among Calgarians.]

I used to think that the big comics or media cons were somehow related to the
cons I attended.  I don’t think so anymore.  They are not part of my universe,
so I don’t have to worry about them.

[They have solved the problem of what to do with media fans who don’t read
literary SF.  I don’t accept the idea of big-tent conventions where everyone
supposedly mixes between different fandoms.]

WHEN WORDS COLLIDE 2016

Calgary’s annual readercon will be held this year on the weekend of August 12
to 14, at the Delta Hotel at Southland Drive SE and Bonaventure Drive.  Details
from: www.whenwordscollide.org  When Words Collide covers many genres
of literature such as science fiction, fantasy, mystery, romance, westerns, and
historical fiction.  You can read my account of the 2015 event in OPUNTIA
#318 for an idea of the seminars and events.  There will be a steampunk banquet
this year, and the Aurora Awards. 

WORLD WIDE PARTY ON JUNE 21

Founded by Benoit Girard (Quebec) and Franz Miklis (Austria) in 1994, the
World Wide Party is held on June 21st every year.  2016 will be the 23rd year
of the WWP.

At 21h00 local time, everyone is invited to raise a glass and toast fellow
members of the Papernet around the world.  It is important to have it exactly at
21h00 your time.  The idea is to get a wave of fellowship circling the planet.
Rescheduling it to a club meeting or more convenient time negates the idea of
a wave of celebration by SF fans and zinesters circling the globe.  

At 21h00, face to the east and salute those who have already celebrated.  Then
face north, then south, and toast those in your time zone who are celebrating as
you do.  Finally, face west and raise a glass to those who will celebrate WWP
in the next hour.   Raise a glass, publish a one-shot, have a party, or do a mail
art project for the WWP.  Let me know how you celebrated the day.
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